The role of Candida in inflammatory papillary hyperplasia of the palate.
The objective of this study was to investigate the expression by immunohistochemistry of the major basement membrane (BM) components (laminin, collagen type IV, fibronectin) in specimens from the palatal mucosa lesions of patients with complete dentures and diagnosis of inflammatory papillary hyperplasia of the palate (IPHP). Furthermore to evaluate the potential role of candidal infection in patients with IPHP. Biopsies of palatal mucosa were obtained from patients with IPHP, generally healthy/orally healthy patients with dentures, and healthy subjects. Immunohistochemical studies performed with specific antibodies to BM proteins. Scrapings and swaps of oral lesions from all patients and control groups were taken from the palate, and Candida species colonization was assessed with mycology tests. Immunohistochemical expression of BM components revealed thin linear staining in the BM of healthy palatal mucosa. In IPHP discontinuities or disruptions in BM were observed at the interface between epithelium and the underlying connective tissue in the areas of severe inflammatory response. Our findings suggest an interaction between the expression of BM components and Candida involvement in the development of IPHP, a disorder involving inflammatory reaction and modification of soft tissues.